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I feel immense pleasure in presenting Volume III of the National
Capital Law Journal to the readers. Before I took over as Professor-
in-charge of Law Centre II three years back, I had a dream to publish
a quality journal from Law Centre II. When I got an opportunity in
1997, I ventured to publish the first volume of National Capital Law
Journal. Since then, this Journal has been blosoming and develop-
ing. The idea was to provide a facility to the law teachers to publish
their scholarly work without any hassles. I am gladened to see the
success of and response to this Journal.

I have always held the view and expressed it on another occa-
sion that the institutions are not made of mud and mortar but the
institutions are as good as the persons who constitute them. And the
persons are as good as the respect and value they have for hard
work, devotion, justice and dignity. The Journal has come to stay as
a permanent annual feature of Law Centre II because of sheer hard
work and devotion of the teachers of Law Centre II who constituted
the editorial committee of the Journal. Mr. V.K. Ahuja has been a
continuous link between all the volumes of the Journal. The present
volume is being published under the able guidance of Professor
Harish Chander who is the editor of this volume. It'is heartening to
note that we have been able to get ISSN for our Journal.

I have a fond hope that this volume shall also be received by the
readers with great warmth and enthusiasm. The observations and the
fair and frank comments from the readers shall be welcome for
further improvements in the Journal. 1 thank all the members of the
editorial committee and other colleagues who extended co-operation
in the production of this volume of the Journal. My thanks are also
due to the printer, M/S Shivam Offset Press, New Delhi for rendering
valuable services in production of this volume.

Law centere 11, Professor S.S. Vats

Dhaula Kuan, Professor-in-Charge
New Delhi 110021.



EDITORIAL

The Editorial Committee has the profound pleasure to present the third
volume of the National Capital Law Journal to our respected and learned
readers. We have already published two volumes of our Journal under the
editorship of Prof. A.K. Koul who is currently the Dean, Faculty of Law,
University of Delhi. With this volume of the Journal we have the privilege
and pleasure to congratulate Prof. A.K. Koul on his assumption of the
Chair of the Dean, Faculty of Law, University of Delhi. We indeed are also
thankful to him for the services rendered to the Journal in making it of
international standards and repute. .

We, in this issue have also tried to maintain the standards set in the
earlier two volumes of the Journal. This has been mainly possible because
of the eager and willing response of our readers and contributors of this
Journal. In this volume we have published articles and comments in a wide
range in the various fields of law and economy. We hope that the readers
would find the contributions in this issue to be of high quality and contents
useful to the lawyers and the academic community at large.

We are grateful for the overwhelming response of the contributors to
our Journal. We, once again solicit the co-operation of our contributors
and readers to contribute articles and comments for publication in our

Journal.

We have tried our best to publish this volume, however, if any mistake
which might have remained because of our fault or the printers' devil, we
hope that the readers will forgive us. We should also be very happy if any
critical suggestions are made for the improvement of this Journal.

We are indeed also sincerely thankful to our Printers M/s Shivam
Offset Press, New Delhi for publishing the Journal in a flawless manner
and in a short span of time.

Harish Chander
V.K. Ahuja
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THE POLITICAL ECONOMY OF AFRICA
PAST AND PRESENT

Harjinder Singh*

1. INTRODUCTION

Africa is passing through a very difficult period of its recent history.
While its long-standing political problems continue to simmer, Africa’s
chronic economic strains are fast coming to a head. Population explosion,
- growing external debt, a serious balance of payments deficit, overal
economic stagnation and a drastic fall in economic growth have marked
the African scene over the past few years. The decline in per capita income
has been accompained by further deterioration of the standard of living of
Affrcans. According to the World Bank, “Africa’s continuing economic
crisis presents an extraordinary challenge to the development commu-
nity.... The difficulties facing Africa are formidable”' and the risks of
failure to reverse current trends are devastating in human terms.

At a time when African countries are striving towards unity, develop-
ment and co-operation in shaping their individual destinies, a proper
understanding of Africa’s past can be a major contribution towards mutual
understanding among the peoples of Africa and also can be a source of
knowledge of a cultural heritage that belongs to all mankind. From the
fifteenth to the sixteenth century or before the European invasion was a
special period in which Africa developed its original culture and assimi-
lated outside influences while retaining its own individuality.

But, unfortunately, some of the studies have projected African image
“as one of nothing but poverty, barbarism, irresponsibility and chaos™.2 It
is, therefore, necessary to investigate and analyse the essential features of
the past economic and historical development of Africa. It is from this
angle that an attempt has been made to elucidate the socio-economic
conditions of African peoples before the European invasion.

II. PEoPLES AND TERRITORIAL DIVISION

While studyinhg the socio-economic conditions of African peoples,
we have to proceed from the regions settled by those people and divide the
whole continent into different parts. At that time the overwhelming
majority of the African population belonged to three great families of
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western Sudan. In the same way emerged the states of Kanem and Bornu.,
A large number of Sudanese tribes who were unable to stand against the
conquerors and at the same time unwilling to submit to their power
migrated to the basin of the Senegal and Gambia rivers, Gulf of Guinea and
eastern Sudan.

The peoples living in the southern part of Africa with the exception of
certain tribes of the Khoi-Saan group and pygmies, were Bantu speaking.
They occupied at least one-third of the African continent. These peoples
spoke of tongue which was either a dialect or an offshoot of the main
language - the Bantu. All the Bantu peoples were also closely related to one
another both by language and culture. At later stage, various groups of
Bantu peoples of course followed different historical roads. But “the
culture and the mode of life of all the Bantu peoples are built upon the same
foundation”.’

The original area of the Bantu peoples from where they spread out to
settle in other parts of Africa seems to have been the interior parts of East
Equatorial Africa. During the ancient times, the Bantu in East Africa came
into contact with the Hamitic peoples while moving towards the northeast.
East Africa, therefore remained for many centuries an area of struggle of
Bantu tribes with Hamitic tribes. Some Bantu tribes sumbitted to Hamitic
influence but others succeeded in resisting the influence of the Hamitic

peoples.

The migration of the Bantu tribes from East Equatorial Africa to South
Africa took place in three waves. The first wave carried them to the area
between the Rowuma and Zambezi rivers. The second wave took them to
the territory between Zambezi and Lipopo rivers. They were able to
establish a great and powerful state of Monomotapa. This state included a
series of tribes under its control and had a strong defence of natural barriers
against attacks from outside. The third wave took them to South Africa. But
these Bantu speaking peoples opened tens of thousands of mineral
workings, whether for gold or copper or other minerals in response to
manufacturing demand far from across the eastern seas.

The south west corner of the African continent belonged to the Khoi-
Khoi and Saan peoples. The Khoi-Khoi were born of the mixture of the
Saan with the Hamitics. The Europeans found them in the South African
areas by the end of the fifteenth century and they had been living for many
hundreds of years before the appearance of Europeans. The Saan peoples
were the most ancient inhabitants of these regions. Saan came to South
Africa from north and the Khoi-Khoi from the northeast. Saan tribes were
the most backward peoples of Africa. At the time of their first encounter
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with Europeans, they were primitive hunters living in forest by hunting,
Khoi-Khoi were also backward tribes in comparison with the Banty
peoples, but considerable superior to the Saan tribes on cultural side.?

I11. EcCONOMIC SCENARIO

Portuguese sources tell us a good deal about the then flourshing
kingdoms of Africa. It was showing healthy progress at all levels before
the European invasion. In the North and Northeast Africa, Egypt and
Ethiopia were politically, economically and even culturally well ad-
vanced. The Persian traveller Nasir-i-Khusraw, who visited Egypt be-
tween 1046 and 1049 was very much impressed by the general prosperity
and security found there and concluded, “I could neither limit nor estimate
its wealth and nowhere have I seen such prosrerity as I saw here.”

(i) Egypt

Egypt prospered further during the twelfth century. Whereas in 1090,
under the Fatimids, the annual revenue of all Egyptian provinces was
evaluated at about 3 million dinars, a century later under Salah-al-Din (in
1189) the amount of more than 5 million dinars was attained. Such an
increase in revenue made possible the vast building activities and founda-
tion of many wagfs, that traditionally formed the material base for the
growth and prosperity of the Muslim intelligentia.® During the reign of the
Mamluks, Egypt became the leading Arab country, both politically and
economically and “enjoyed, at least during the first half of this period, a
prosperity, stability and continuity of institutions shared by few -other
Muslim lands.”'® Regarding Cairo city, “It was indeed a splendid city, and

its wealthy inhabitants surrounded themselves with every luxury and with
rare and costly work of art™."

(ii) Ethiopia
The image which Europe began to have regarding Ethiopia from the
early Crusades onwards was one of a very powerful and wealthy state.
Dahlak was the only port on the Ethiopian coast of the Red Sea and there
were good relations between the Zaiyad dynasty of Ethiopia and the rulers
of the Dahlak. The Zaiyad princes used to receive from the ruler of Dahlak
gifts consisting of slaves, amber, panther skins of the best quality and other

objects. It was apparent that the attitude of Dahlak was one of deference
to the much richer and stronger kingdom of the Ziyadids.

_The great lords of the western Sudan grew famous outside Africa fof
their stores of gold, their lavish gifts and ceremonial display. Ibn Khaldum
who visited the capital of Mali during the -second half of the fourteenth
century described the economic prosperity of that country. “The capital of
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Mali was extensive place, well watered, cultivated and populated. It had
brisk markets with a stopping place for trading caravans from Maghrib,
Ifrigiya and Egypt.... The theft was regarded as a capital crime which was
punished by death or enslavement. Trade routes across the length and
breadth of Mali were safe.”” As a result, trade flourished and merchants
from other parts of North Africa were attracted to settle there.

(iii) Mali

The kings of Mali were known for their large stocks of gold. When the
most powerful king of Mali passed through Cairo on pilgrimage to Mecca
:n the fourteenth century, his equipage included 500 slaves and he
reported to have taken with hitn 50, 000 ounces of gold, much of which
he distributed as alms and presénts. This in turn ruined the price of the
Egyptian gold based dinar. It disturbed the exchange rate of the gold dinar
to the silver dirhams by as much as six dirhams in a dinar, a depreciation
of about 20 per cent.”

Ibn Batuta who toured the westérn Sudan during the fourteenth
century also said that Gao was one of the finest towns of Negrolands and
it was also one of the biggest and best-provisioned towns with plenty of
rice. milk and fish. For Young Leo AJricanus who also visited western
Sudan in the early sixteenth century, “Mali was kingdom of rich inhabit-

ants, bounteous wares and abundant supply of millet, meat-and cotton”."

The prosperity of Timbktu, as the seventh eentury Al-Sadi, author of
the Tarikh-al-Sudan, said, “was the ruin of Biru (Walata) .... The market
had previously been at Biru. Caravans used to come there from all points
of the horizon. The pick of scholars, pious, and rich men from every tribe
and country (of Maghrib and Egypt) lived there.... Then all those gradually
moved to Timbuktu where they were joined by different Sanhaja groups”."
Awdaghut and Walata, the market towns which proceeded Timbuktu,
“were land-locked towns.... Timbuktu was open to the desert caravans
coming from the north but at the same time had a port of the Niger, a dozen
miles away. The growth of Timbuktu as a commercial centre, from the
second half of the fourteenth century was closely associated with the
development of the Niger waterway as 4 trade artery lining Timbuktu with

Jenne”.'®

The emperors of other parts of the Sudan were even more wealthy and
they had a large stock of gold. A sixteenth century emperor of Kanem-
Bornu was even said to have equipped his cavalry with golden bits and his
hunting dogs with golden chains.”” At that time Nupe was also emerging
a powerful state, strengthened by natural resources and still more by its

commercial location. “Among the goods going to south or through Nupe
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were horses. Nupe's . |
al power and (0 the economic attractiveness of the

contributed to the politic
state.”"

In 1154, Al-Idrisi described
of the Sudan, the most populous,

Ghana as “the greatest country in the land
and having the most extensive trade."
At that time its main source of trade was gold from Bambuk, the district
between the Sengal and the Faleme river. But the large scale exploitation
had reduced the productivity of Bambuk goldfields. The demand for gold
was increasing in the Maghrib. In the twelfth century new goldfields were
opened in Bure on the upper Niger. This further made Ghana a more
powerful and rich state in the western Sudan. According to Ibn Hawaqal,
“the wealth of Awdaghut and the riches of Sijilmasa were all ultimately

dervied from Ghana whose king was t
gold”.?°

he richest in the world because of his

(iv) East Africa

The main reason for migrants leaving their homelands for East Africa
was the attraction of well-watered lands coupled with the prospectsof
wealth and a comfortable life in a good environment. This has been
explained by de Gama who sailed into the Indian Ocean in 1497 and
“stumbed on a civilisation neither seen nor known before by any Euro-
pean. Along the whole sea-board from Quilimane onwards he and his crew
touched at city after city and were repeatedly astonished by their wealth -
and urban comforts, their tall ships from unknown eastern countries and
by their commerce in gold and ivory with equally unknown African
countries which lay behind the coast-long plains™.*" In truth these cities
had flourished for some two hundred years before de Gama saw them.
Even today one may stand among their ruins and remain surprised at the
lavish wealth with which they could raise such places and dwellings.

In East Africa, Kilwa established its importance as the leading com-
mercial town during the twelfth and thirteenth centuries. The town had
Plenty of gold as no ship passed towards Sofala without first coming to this
island. Of the Moors, there were some fair and some blacks; “they aré
finely clad in many rich garments of gold and silk and cotto;l and their

wom i i I '
en also .wuh much gold and silver in chains and bracelets which they
wear on their legs and arms”.2

weaﬁi?p:; Vv(':}:'-:l tll\;ei in the lower reaches of the middle Zambezi “were
s ;:es {Ecan standards. They were lavishly supplied with
i - I'ney used gold, both for their bangles, and to mount

pendants. They wrapped their dead shrouds of woven
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cotton or in bark cloth. Their graves were richly furnished.™* Yao people
living in Nyasaland “were economically self-sufficient, making their own
bark-cloth, weaving, burning herbs for salt and working on iron for the
tools they needed”.*

A. Agriculture and Cattle raising

The two main economic activities of the African peoples were agricul-
ture and cattle-raising. In some parts of the continent, particularly in the
northern Africa, people had been for ages settled peasants. They lived a
“settled existence dependent upon farming or animal husbandry. By the
birth of Christ, the history of agriculture in the Nile valley was already four
or five thousand years old. The annual flood of the river, by depositing a
layer of rich, alluvial soil which remained after the flood receded, endowed
Egypt wtih a fertility that could support a dense population to a degree of
prosperity that fostered civilisation and the development of an advanced
stage”.” Agriculture and the keeping of domestic animals were also being
practised in the middle Nile valley and the highlands of Ethiopia. There
were no ecological obstacle to animal husbandry and grain cultivation.

(i) Sudan

There were both settled and nomadic groups in the central Sudan. But
the majority of them were semi-nomads changing their residence fre-
quently. Depending upon the circumstances, they also practised both
agriculture and cattle-raising. In the western Sudan, Fulah tribes were a
large group of nomadic, cattle breeding tribes. But some other tribes were
agricultural labour. On the whole agriculture in the Sudanic savanna was
one of the better developed in west Africa, because of adequate rainfall.
The people living between the lower Senegal and the lower Gambia shared
the growth of civilisation in the western Sudan to the extent that they
developed animal husbandry, considerable agricultural skills and high
degree of village society.

Argreulture in the long run is more rewarding. It can support much
larger population than can hunting and gathering. This is the reason that
in West Africa, population explosion forced its inhabitants out in search of
new lands. “In west Africa the intensive penetration of the forest region
was probably a by-product of the growth of dense food producing
population in the savanna”.?® In fact the migration taking place from the
beginning of the Christian era was one of the major events in the economic
history of Africa. The dispersal was imporant not only because migrants
took with them the knowledge of agriculture and animal husbandry, but
also because it is quite likely that they spread the knowledge of iron
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working. Iron gave superior weapons.

(i1) South Africa

In southern Africa, due to frequent migration of the Bantu tribes,
agriculture became a secondary occupation, while the cattle breeding, as
the only steady and reliable basis of subsistence, gained exceptional
importance. In Monomotapa, the present-day Zimbabwe, the situation was
somewhat different. After having occupied a vast fertile territory, they
developed agriculture and cattlebreeding. The conditions of economic
activities and economic development were different in the West and
Central Equatorial Africa. There were two distinct areas-an area of dense
tropical forests on the north and open savanna on the south stretching right
to the mouth of the Congo. In the areas of tropical forests, great importance
was given, besides primitive agriculture and hunting, to plant-gathering
economy. The open savanna was suitable for hoe-culture.”” Similarly, in
East Africa the development of agriculture and stock-breeding took place
after the migration of the Bantu tribes.

Cultivation and animal husbandry normally co-exit. But animal ma-
nure was seldom used for fertilisers. The shortage of animal manure
enforced an extensive type of cultivation called shifting cultivation where
land rather than crops rotate. Initially, it was widely practised by the
African farmers because of the poor quality of soils in the areas of Central
and East Africa and in some parts of West Africa. This involved the use of
the ash of the burnt vegetation for fertiliser. But this method requires large
tracts of land and there was no shortage of that. At a later stage in West
Africa the increasing pressure upon land compelled the introduction of
more ‘intensive rotational bush fallow method’ which was also introduced
in some parts of the East Africa and the Sudan.?®

Permanent cultivation was adopted mostly in those areas where
fertility and water supply provided the opportunity for intensive agricul-
ture. These areas were inland delta of the Niger, the flood plains of the
upper Zambezi, some parts of the East Africa bordering Lake Victoria, the
highlands of Ethiopia and Kenya. In Egypt, there was little or no rainfall
outside the northern part of the Delta, but the flood waters of the Nile
nor_mal}y provided an almost inexhaustible fertility. The rulers of Egypt
maintained with varying degree of efficiency the irrigation system in

1 2 . 2
worklr_lg order.”” The area under cultivation was extended and new crops
were introduced.

(ii1) East Africa

In East Africa, particularly in the areas near the great lakes, the
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conditions for permanent cultivation were often favourable with well-
distributed rainfall. Conditions favourable to bananas were found in these
well-watered arcas and bananas were probably their staple rather than
sorghum. The enrichment of food production was made possible by the
combination of agriculture and cattle keeping, especially in manuring of
poor soils. Irrigation facilities were also provided. In the Rift Valley on the
present day Kenya-Tanzania border, there are the remains dated to some
time after the fourteen century of an irrigation system that watered an area
of more than twenty square kilometers. The irrigation canals were stone

li-ned.?” Similarly, in the highlands of modern Zimbabwe, irrigation and
terracing were also practised.

In Central Africa, permanent cultivation existed especially in the
-wetter, more fertile pockets of highlands, river valley and forest margins.
Where the soil and rainfall permitted, many of them added Asian bananas
to their cycle crops. This increased the total food production and helped
in stimulating population growth. In south Zaire, the rainfall would have
been adequate for cereals such as sorghum and millet and where the
ground retained its moisture well, bananas could have been grown. At later
stage oil palm was also introduced which provided an important item of
agricultural wealth. The degree of agricultural development can be seen by
taking an example of Sanga area in southern Zaire. It is said that farming
was not an important activity. “Yet it need be not doubted that a society
enjoying such a variety of material possessions and employing such
advanced metal-working techniques practised agriculture. Once their
hunting, fishing and agricultural prosperity was established, the Lualaba
communities were able to diversify their economy beyond the narrow
limits of subsistence”.”

In the Sudanic savanna, agriculture was better developed due to
adequate rainfall. Farmers produced some surplus, part of which was sold
in the local markets, while part was channelled through taxtion to feed the
army and the administration. There seems to have been no shortage of
land. In Mali, the great majority of the inhabitants cultivated millet,
sorghum and rice. They were also engaged in cattle breeding. The
diversity of primary products encouraged local trade and broadened the
economic basis of the Empire.

Regarding methods of cultivation, the plough was adopted with
various beasts in Egypt and Ethiopia. But over large parts of Africa, the
diseases that prevented pastoral farming also dicouraged the use of
draught animals. In such areas where plough was not used, the implements
used for breaking up the earth were mainly digging sticks and hoes. The



10
SATIONAL CAPITAL LAW JOURN AL

CIL‘:II{IIIH.'L‘ of virgin lands by burn methods and its preparatioin with h

and digging sticks gave better output per hectare. The sickle for h'lrvcsl'oc
was many ccimurics older than the plough. Threshing was dson‘-:: b. lt:E
hooves of animal driven round and round a circular lhresh'tng: ﬂoor‘}; mL
these methods are still used without much modifications. oA

B. Craft Industry

The rulers fo Arican states were well aware of the economic and
p;olitical importance of metals such as gold, copper and iron. They took
maximum interest in the exploitatin of these precious metals.” Africa was
a reservoir of gold and it was exensively used for the manufacture of
objects of luxury. It was recoverable by the simple process of panning.
“While to obtain the metal ore is merely a question of hammering the rock
into pieces and pounding or grinding it into powder, from which the gold
is then washed.* Such methods were used in Egypt at the carly stages.

The main gold-producing areas were Nubia, the West African forests
the empire of Monomotapa or modern Zimbabwe and the province of
Damot in Ethiopia. When Nubia was under the control of Egypt, the main
source of gold was Wawat. Nubian gold was also obtained during the
heyday of Kush. Exploitation of these mines was neglected until the
rediscovery of such mine by the Arabs. BEgypt met most of its gold
requirements from these mines until their exhaustion. In West Africa, there
were four gold producing areas-those of Bambuk on the upper Senegal, of
Bure on the upper Niger, of the Lobi in the Valley of Black Volta and the
Akan forests of modern Ghana and eastern Ivory Coast.

n of gold deposit in Monomotapa Was in response (o
external demand. Alluvial gold was obtained, but mining too was prac
tised. More than a thousand prehistoric gold mines have been recovered
.1 modern Zimbabwe. Ethiopian gold was largely alluvial and it was found
near Damot. Although gold production was an important activity at that
time, it is not possible to estimatge the total production of gold. But some
West Africa are available which show that it had produced

That gold had been produced
nement that

The exploitatio

estimates about
as mush as 3,500 tons of gold by about 1500.
by methods of prospecting, shaft-sinking, extraction and refi

were technical achievements of their own.
C. Copper-mining

The most striking feature of the period under review was the develop-
ment of copper-mining which created a new economic dynamism in SOMe
‘areas of Africa. Copper was used for the manufacture of tools, weapons
and utensils. For shaping the metal, hammering hot and cold and casting
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were practised. In some areas it was being mixed with tin to make bronze.
Tools and weapons of copper and bronze lasted longer. Copper was
produced along the Copperbelt of Katanga and Zambia and south of the
Limpopo and in the Transvaal. Copper was also mined in Cape. Vasco da
Gama's records show: “In this land there seemed to us to be much copper,
for they wore it on their legs and on their arms and in their much curled
hair.... The people of this land greatly prized linen cloth, and they gave us
much of this copper for as many shirts as we cared to give”."

The first metal with which most Africa became familiar was iron. It is
of course commonly available near the surface of the earth but it is more
difficult to prepare and use it. Its high melting point meant that, until the
invention of the blast furnace in mediveal Europe, casting was very
difficult. But melting of iron made possible the manufacture of new tool.
Charcoal was employed in melting in ancient times. The earliest type of
furnance was the bowl furnace. A more advanced type was the shaft
furnance, built above ground. At the later stage the quality of iron was
improved by the invention of cementation. It was the Arabs who transmit-
ted the methods of steel-making devise.

Sources of iron continued to influence the pattern of development in
Africa. In the northeast of central Zambia, the people had a plentiful supply
of iron. The iron was used not only for small razors, needles and bracelets,
but also for large agricultural and wood-working implements. The known
iron-mining peoples in West Africa were in central Nigeria, Niger and the
Benue. Iron seems to have been introduced in Angola and northern
Namibia, Kenya and Lake Victoria areas. But on the whole the supply of
iron implements was never adequate in the sub-Saharan Africa and
cultivators were more likely to use wooden digging sticks than an iron hoe.

D. Pottery

Pottery was widely practised in Africa. It was certainly the work of
those who were able to live mainly by pastoralism on land that was
marginally suited to agriculture. This was particularly in the case of East
African region. Pots were used for transporting commodities in trade but
they were also used for domestic purposes. In Northern Africa, initially
pots were imported to pick up minerals. Later, pottery did become an
important industry producing jars, lamps alongwith big pots. They were
usually uncoloured. But wealthier people preferred the imported articles.
An important advance in potery was glazing. In Egypt, where raw material
in the form of soda, lime and sand was available, the glazing of pots was
important. In the sub-Saharan Africa, there is evidence of the manufacture
of glass.
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Manufacturing was greatly associated with the processing of food ang
drink. Meat was of course not an important part of the diet of most people
and only rich prople could eat it. But in good times, average people alsg
ate it. In North Africa, particularly Egypt, wine was produced mostly on
royal and private estates for the consumption of kings and nobles. The
common drink was beer made by fermenting wheat and barley loaves.
This practice continued until the Arab conquest. For Muslims fermented
liquor was forbidden, After that Coffee was the most popular beverage for
them. In other parts of Africa, palm wine and beer were made in West and
banana wine in East. A beverage produced from millet and maize was also

commaon.

In Egypt, the manufacturer of textile was the most important industry
producing a wide range of fabrics. Damietta was known for the production
of high grade linen, cotton and silk. The manufacturer of textile was not
only confined to Egypt in the northern Africa. In Morocco, according to
Ibn Khaldun, there were four thousand handlooms. Moreover, some areas
in the Maghrib were producing silk. In sub-Saharan Africa, cotton
weaving was carried on extensively. Niger and Volta basin were important
areas for the weaving and dyeing of lilnen and cotton fabrics. In Zambezi-
Limpopo area cloth was woven from the locally produced cotton. Cloth for
local consumption was also made at Kilwa and Sofala.

Regarding the organisation of industries, most industrial production
was carried on by craftmen in workshops run by families or partnership.
They employed slaves as well as wage labourers. Under -partnership
arrangements, they shared equally in profit and loss “but if one partner
contributed no capital, then he was virtually wage labourer since he had

10 put in twice as much as the other partner, though the profit was still
equally divided”

regig:l Egﬁph : la.rge'number of industries flourished. The lower Delta
Tinnis anad S ;?mle '“dl_'s"b’ with manufacturing centres in Damietta,
ab1g, producing cotton, linen and silk cloth of various kinds

Glass and
(@55 and crystal were m . 3 . o
tries, those most anufactured in Alexandria. Among other indus

making. The biggclrmeT:rmn-t were pottery, metal-working and paper
textile workshops and CIPrises such as paper-making, sugar refineres:
individug] entrep;e glass factories were owned by the state of by

SIS or by partnerships. These enterprises involved

¢ professions g a dozen or more workers:
also emerged byt they were controlled by the
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In West Africa, crafts were practised by the full time specialist artisans.,
In other parts of sub-Saharan Africa the practice of a craft was usually a
spare time or seasonal occupation of individuals or families. Pottery was
largely a female craft. Skills were passed on from father to son for most of
the crafts and from mother to daughter for pottery. In spite of all this, the
productivity of crafts remained limited owing to the predominance of hand
work.

E. Commercial Markets

The existence of markets is an obvious indication of commercial
activity which is an important part of economic activity. It helped to enrich
the towns and to bring a comfortable standard of living to the people living
in the countryside.®® Initially, a good deal of business was carried on at
annual fairs. There were regular places and times of worship and fixed
festivals which provided customers to traders. But at a later stage, markets,
both wholesale and retail varying in significance, became more important.
Vendors were mostly classified according to the products they sold. These
markets had their customs and regulation regarding fixation of prices,
settlement of disputes and quality of the products offered for sale. Craft
associations of vendors or local merchants had to play an important role
in running the mrkets.

The urban markets opened daily. There were big markets of port of
trade where the products of different regions were exchanged. The market
tended to be situated on the border between different geographical zones
and on inter-regional trade routes in order to provide travelling merchants
with food and shelter as well as facilities for exchange.”

Besides, regular markets, a good deal of business in Egypt and coastal
areas of East Africa was carried on at annual fairs. But in sub-Saharan
Africa in general and West Africa and East Africa in particular, there were
regular markets of both wholesale and retail trade. For example, “The
Hausa drew a distinction between the markets or local trade, called ‘ciniki’
which involved the products of agriculture and small-scale crafts and was
conducted chiefly by the producers themselves, and ‘fatauci’ or wholesale
trade. This was in hands of professional merchants... who were engaged
in long-distance commerce. Midway between the two were the ‘yan koli’
who went from one market to another buying and selling cheap goods...
Within these general categories, there were other specialists, such as meat
and grain dealers”.

F. Trade

Trade within Africa and between Africa and the world contributed
much to the general prosperity of some parts of the continent. It helped not
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only in the accumulation of wealth but also to sustain self-sufficiency. In
:mc'icnt times., Egypt was economically more advanced and her goods,
were in great demand within Africa as well as outside Africa. She exported
both nul;ult'nclurcd goods in the form of textiles, glass etc. and cattle. Her
main items of imports were-timber for shipbuilding, the construction of
temples and houses, gold, silver. copper, spices and certain precious
stones. Trade was conducted in the eastern Mediterranean, western
Mediterranean, the Middle Est and Arabia. Some trade was also conducted
with Nubia. The main Egyptian imports from Nubia were gold, semi-
precious stones, timber. cattle and wild animals. But due to transport
difficulties, very small quantities of heavier goods could be transported.

At a later stage with determined efforts to have a bigger share of the
trade, Egypt assumed greater importance and the route to India shifted
from Persian Gulf to the Red Sea. Christian and Muslim foreign merchants
took up residence in Egypt, each group assigned a place where it could
carry on its business and reside. “While Alexandria was the centre for the
mediterranean trade, it was Cairo that predominated in the trade with the
Near. Middle and Far East”.*' From East, Egypt imported spices and drugs,
precious stones, pearls, ivory, raw woods and cotton. Payment was made
in native products such a s textiles. alum and paper. Trade was also carried
on with Nubia which imported wine, mass produced pots, luxury goods of
bronze. ivory and textiles. The main items of Nubian exports wer cattle and

slaves. Slaves were in great demand for use as labourers, domestic servants
and soldiers.

During the fifteenth century, Egyptian trade of course was over taken
by a series of disturbances. “Short of bullion for coinage, the Mamluk
sult.ans resorted to currency depreciation, and in their desire to maintain
their revenues for defence, they extended their monopoly control from
alum to sugar, then to pepper. Restriction on private trade led to the
departure of the karimi merchants and their capital and to conflict with
European governments”.*2 The Sultans’ attempt to extort higher prices for
some prochts from the eastern parts forced the portuguese to search for
an alternative route to the east. This opening of the route to east via the

Cape had : .
cmﬁtries. e Egyptian trade with India and Far East

benie: t;?dsutg?sla;lht existence of the Sahara had restricted the trade
fact. the Sahara evena:j: Africa and the Mediterranean world. “In actual
In the first 'Plac;z the Sah?n ; becam? a desert, has never acted as a barrie"
who mainlainecl‘ very cldra Was not inhabited. It was the home of nomads.
north and south. There § ose relations with the sedentary peoples to the

f¢ 1S no doubt that between 1100 and 1500 the Sahara






